
 
Minutes: 

Historic Falls of the James Scenic River Advisory Committee 
 
 
Meeting: - October 19, 2017, 5th Floor Conference Room – City Hall – Richmond, VA 
 
Greg Velzy – Chair Presiding 
 

Call to Order: 12:10 
 
Minutes  - September 21, 2017 minutes - approved 
 
Attending: Greg Velzy, Tricia Pearsall, Ralph Hambrick, John Moeser, John Heerwald, Anne Wright, Leighton Powell, 
Grace LeRose – DPU - TMDL Coordinator at City of Richmond. 
 
Current Issues: 
 

• Riverfront Development Plan:     

o Potterfield Bridge – Updates: The bridge is still a major Richmond destination, but it still has loose ribber 
gaskets hanging below where insulator strips are falling off and decking is still warping. Nathan Burrell is 
aware of this. It’s hoped that this is part of some sort of construction warranty. 
 

o Missing Link Phase – No report.  
 

• EnRichmond – Vauxhall Island  - Cede to City of Richmond Update. No information. Leighton will check up on 
this. Leighton reports: “He emailed me yesterday afternoon (10.24.17). He said the transfer is nearing completion 
but not done yet. Just a couple more loose ends.” Still a possibility for a JROC cleanup. 

 

• Falls Committee’s meeting with Mayor Levar Stoney – Leighton Powell: No report 

• Capital Region Land Conservancy - No Update  

• James River Park Relationship with City Department of Parks and Recreation – A letter went out from the 
Falls Committee (see attached) in support of positioning the James River Park System as an autonomous entity 
reporting directly to the new Parks and Recreation Director. Nathan had a meeting with Mayor Stoney concerning 
this and other JRPS related subjects that, according to Greg, went very well. Nathan is supposed to have met with 
the new Director yesterday. The Mayor also indicated that he looked forward to a conversation about the 
feasibility of a private/public partnership concerning JRPS governance and management. (such as a conservancy, 
foundation or the like). Also it is understood that the Mayor supports the JRPS MasterPlan (don’t know if that 
involves any funding). Grace LeRose just raised the expected concerns of the City in drafting such an entity and 
to make us mindful of what all must be considered. It was suggested that we look into the Central Park 
Conservancy. John Heerwald suggested that Nathan needs to spend time with the new Director in the JRPS. 

 

• Master Plan Proposals – No Update. 
 

 
New Business:  
 

• RVAH20 – Grace LeRose made a presentation regarding DPU’s role in all matters concerning the use of water 
from/in the James River. She stated that DPU’s new mandate is to handle all water issues from storm water to 
drinking water, from Programs to permits = ALL water entities as it relates to the City of Richmond’s water. Goals 



and strategies include reducing CSO events, improving water quality and the water quality of all tributaries, and 
upgrading wastewater and all pollutants (to rid 90% of nitrates and phosphorous). Next they want to treat more 
storm water. At the moment they have the highest functioning treatment plant on the River. They are now looking 
to improving the CSO such that the overflow water and residues are reduced before they even hit the CSO pipes. 
It is noted that now they get credit (equaling funding) for green infrastructure before the materials get to the pipes. 

 
 Update RVAH2O – they are beginning the implementation phase of working on the most needed watersheds: 
 Gillies Creek, Shockoe and Manchester…AND they are trying to piggyback on to ongoing infrastructure that is 
 improving areas. They are also working directly with neighborhoods and local communities. Grace suggested that 
 we go online and look at Atlanta’s 4th Ward Park Project. 
 
 Stream Restoration:  She stated that we should be alert for an upcoming announcement of a major partnering 
 with an organization to make a real difference in a Richmond neighborhood.  She also added that the stream 
 restoration in Maury Cemetery was complete and they were getting ready to launch in Rattlesnake Creek and 
 Pocoshock Creek. 
 

• Richmond as a Biophilic City: Anne Wright reported that she, Nathan and Justin had attended the conversation 
concerning Richmond becoming a Biophilic City, which promotes how the city and residents connect to nature. It 
promotes that all city project work with an understanding of nature in mind. She said it was well received and a 
steering committee put in place. – Biopholic Cities: http://biophiliccities.org 

 
 

Reports -  
 
 James River Park System – No report 
 JRA   -  
 JRAC  -  
 JROC  -  King of the James (James River type triathlon) to be held October 22, 2017. 
 FoJRP  -  Ralph White River Hero Awards awarded to Joey Parent, Margaret Maslak, Laura Greenleaf and 
 Warren Foster 
 
Open discussion: 
 

• Canal Rewatering: Grace said she would find out the status. 
 
Meeting Adjourned: 12:56pm 
 
 

****Next Public Meeting: - 16 NOVEMBER, 2017**** 
 
Meetings begin at 12:00 noon in the Conference Room on the 5th floor of Richmond City Hall.  
Meetings are scheduled for the THIRD Thursday of each month. All meetings are open to the public. If you are not now 
receiving e-mail meeting notices and wish to receive them, please provide your name and e-mail address to 
velzyg@verizon.net . If you would like to be removed from the list, so indicate at the above e-mail address. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://biophiliccities.org/


 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 


